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Challenge





How?
Space as a part of 
didactics

Flexible learning 
spaces – inclusion

Activities



Architectural 
embodiments of 
educational 
philosophies

Monahan (2002)



Sociomaterial
A learning space is a place of intra-actions 
between students, teachers and materials 
where both people and material objects 
have agency 

Kumpulainen, K., & Kajamaa, A. (2020). Sociomaterial
movements of students' engagement in a school's 
makerspace. British Journal of Educational Technology. 



Leijon, Malvebo & Tieva (2021)



Based on proven experience and 
science…

To have the ability to plan and design 
teaching and learning in a variety of 
learning spaces; 

To implement teaching and learning, 

To act and react in a variety of learning 
spaces 

To evaluate, reflect and transform both 
pedagogy and the learning space. 



How?

1. What is a flexible space? 
2. Start with inclusion.
3. Activities



An example:

The flexible learning space





Flexibility
evaluate the practice possibilities of built spaces flexibility 
into five properties of space: 

fluidity, versatility, convertibility, 
scaleability, and modifiability. 

Monahan, Torin. 2002. "Flexible Space & Built Pedagogy: Emerging IT 
Embodiments." Inventio 4 (1): 1-19. 



Fluidity

Open spaces lend themselves to fluidity.
Oppressive in their expansiveness. 
Solution (example): well-placed screens 
in classrooms, curtains, whiteboards…



ORUWall



Versatility 

Generic spaces without any 
overt indicators for specific 
use require extra effort, 
pedagogical or otherwise, 
to achieve the tone or 
rhythm of specific uses. 



Convertibility 
Designates the ease of adapting 
educational space for new uses. 

Requires an imagination for future 
eventualities; it should possess a 
degree of modularity and open-
endedness at a structural level.

— a design open to re-design by 
others. 



Scaleability

Describes a property of 
space for expansion or 
contraction.



Modifiability

is the spatial property which invites 
active manipulation and 
appropriation. 

Highly modifiable spaces invite 
imaginative experimentation to 
coordinate space and subject matter 
with the specific learning needs of 
different student populations. 



Are flexible learning 
spaces inclusive?



Variation 
Pedagogic development
Student activity
Multimodal learning
Blurring boundaries
Creative
Agency
Sense of belonging
Different affordances



Cognitive load
Stressful
Sound
Less structure
Sense of safe place
Collaborative active learning



If it is an inaccessible building, it 
is alive and working to physically 
filter students out of the 
university every single day. 

… it’s a living thing doing ableist 
work, and actively ignoring this 
allows it to do that work 
incredibly efficiently.

Dolmage, 2017, p.35 



Consumptive access: 
allows people to enter a 
space 

Transformative access: 
space, as being in 
process — and sees all 
as involved in designing 
that space. 

Dolmage, 2017



Summers, T., & Beers, M. (2019)

Learning-
ready spaces

Inclusive fle
xible 

spaces



How?



Planering







https://www.oru.se/globalassets/oru-
sv/strategiska-satsningar/framtidens-
lararutbildning/rapportsamling/2022.3---
nya-larmiljoer---rapport-3-av-3.pdf





I rummet







Taking time to make it a better fit 
for diverse requirements. 

Open up for how space can 
change– becoming an enactment 
of a shared inclusivity and 
collective care. 

A process, where time is to adapt to 
multiple forms of engagement and 
comfort.

DESIGNING AND DELIVERING 
DIFFERENTLY 
An essay by Jos Boys exploring 
ways to rethink access and inclusion
https://molonglo.com/theory/articles/designi
ng-and-delivering-differently



Efter (och före)



Rums- och aktivitetsdiagram (Hansson, 2022)
Exempel från Umeå, Learning lab, hybrid



Challenge – to support 
university educators teaching 
in a variety of HE learning 
spaces

Flexible 

Inclusion
Foto: Mattias Persson, 
https://www.aurora.umu.se/st
od-och-service/campus-och-
lokaler/boka-lokal/teknik-i-
lokaler/
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